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Date: 1/30/2013 12:05:10 PM
Subject: Donlin EIS: First set of Scoping Meetings Issues Summaries

Attachments: Anchorage Jan 22 Meeting Issue Summary.pdf
Aniak Jan 15 Meeting Issue Summary.pdf
Bethel Jan 14 Meeting Issue Summary.pdf
Crooked Creek Jan 16 Issues Summary.pdf

Taylor & Moxie prepared the first four Scoping Meeting Issues Summaries for your reference. We will post these on 
the project website (http://donlingoldeis.com/GetInvolved.aspx) and generate summaries for subsequent 
meetings.
 
If you haven’t heard, there was some stormy weather in the Bethel region this week so the Quinhagak and Kipnuk 
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scoping meetings will need to be rescheduled. Cross your fingers for Nunapitchuk and Akiak today and tomorrow!
 
Best,
Kim
 
Kimberly Varner Wetzel, Planner
URS Alaska
700 G Street, Suite 500
w (907) 261-9719 / c (907) 440-1591
kimberly.wetzel@urs.com
 
Regular Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs, 9am to 5pm
 
 

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you 
receive this message in error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this 
information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or copies.
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Donlin Gold Project EIS 
 
Anchorage Scoping Meeting 
Wilda Marston Theatre, Loussac Library  
Tuesday, January 22, 2013, 6:00 pm 
 
Attendance:  
Over 100 residents attended the scoping meeting held in Anchorage. Don Kuhle of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers made a presentation about the Donlin Gold Project EIS. Cooperating 
agencies in attendance included the BLM, EPA, and Alaska Department of Natural Resources.  
 
Issues Raised: 

This is a brief summary of issues and comments. A complete Scoping Report with meeting 
transcripts and detailed analysis of all comments will be issued in May 2013. 

 Will the workforce be drawn from the local communities? 

 Although the tailings facility is lined, it would also require an impermeable layer on top 
to avoid contaminated runoff. 

 The EIS must make adequate provisions for translation and effective outreach to the 
Yup’ik communities of the region.  This project could have a huge effect in the region, so 
local people would have the chance to fully understand it. 

 The large increase in barge traffic could have many impacts, such as erosion to the river 
bank, disturbance to wildlife, and conflicts with existing uses including commercial and 
subsistence fisheries. 

 Water levels on the Kuskokwim are lower than before, so it may not be feasible to meet 
the shipping schedule.    

 Where will this project secure a natural gas supply in Cook Inlet, since there is likely to 
be a shortage in meeting existing demands in the next few years? 

 Barge traffic and the risk of fuel spill accidents may affect salmon and other fish, such as 
whitefish, that local people rely on. 

 The EIS should examine the long-term risk for reduced glacial discharge and reduced 
water levels in the Kuskokwim River.  There could be new bottlenecks in the river where 
shallow water prevents transit. 

 The EIS should examine positive benefits of the project, such as low cost energy and 
reductions in out-migration due to new employment. 

 Public health infrastructure and clean water access in the region places many lives at risk. 
Would the project provide the economic basis for needed improvements?   

 Even very low levels of toxins released into the waterways could inhibit fish production. 
Best practices to prevent discharges must be used. 
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 The geochemistry of the rock must be fully examined to identify and manage the risks of 
acid rock drainage and contamination through leaching. 

 Fugitive dust impacts on air quality must be examined. 

 Dam safety and the risks of failure must be examined. 

 With good environmental management, this project could have positive impacts on local 
employment, environmental protection, and subsistence protection. 

 Fear of mercury contamination is already affecting our friends and families in the 
Kuskokwim River region, so new risks from this project should be examined carefully. 

 Examine carefully the water budget for this mine, as this has often been underestimated 
in other project.  The mine may have higher demands for water than estimated. 

 Many state permits are required, so the State of Alaska is a cooperating agency in this 
EIS. 

 The project could create population growth to the region and therefore new pressures on 
fish and wildlife resources. 

 The EIS must examine environmental justice along with all other relevant Executive 
Order issues. 

 How can we place a value on the loss of tradition due to a mine, even if there are other 
benefits? 

 Section 106 consultation must be initiated alongside the EIS process. 
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Donlin Gold Project EIS 

Aniak Scoping Meeting 
Aniak High School  
Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 6:00 pm 
 

Attendance:  
Well over 40 people attended the scoping meeting for the Donlin Gold Project EIS held at Aniak, 
Alaska on January 15, 2013. Don Kuhle with the Army Corps of Engineers, the lead federal 
agency, presented an overview of the proposed Donlin Gold Mine EIS Project. Cooperating 
agencies were also in attendance such as BLM, EPA, and the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources. Two federally recognized tribes who serve as cooperating agencies were also in 
attendance: the Village of Crooked Creek, and the Native Village of Napaimute.  
 

Issues Raised: 

This is a brief summary of issues and comments. A complete Scoping Report with meeting 
transcripts and detailed analysis of all comments will be issued in May 2013. 

 Increased barge traffic may have negative effects on subsistence activities and resources, 
including river bank erosion. 

 The barge travel plans may not be adequate when water levels are low. 

 If dredging took place, it would disrupt fish habitat on the river bottom. 

 The pipeline would be too close to the river bottom where erosion could undermine the 
pipeline. 

 Rupture or failure of the fuel storage tanks at the Jungjuk Port would allow a spill into the 
Kuskokwim River. 

 Can the local villages hook into the natural gas pipeline to reduce heating costs? 

 What are the effects of the pipeline corridor on traditional hunting areas and uses? 

 Will air quality be monitored up and down the river during the life of the project? 

 Airborne mercury emissions would have the potential for contaminating subsistence 
foods like berries even far away from the mine site. 

 The EIS should consider cumulative effects with other projects, such as the proposed 
road from the Yukon River to the Kuskokwim River near Kalskag. 

 What is the potential for acid mine drainage and how can this be avoided? 

 Will a single plastic liner be adequate for the tailings impoundment? If there is a breech, 
like in some mines in Europe, the effects would be a disaster.  

 A loophole in the Clean Water Act allows mine tailing or “fill material” to be placed 
directly into waterways. The EIS should consider the ramifications. 

 The project should maximize local hire and train local residents for the many heavy 
equipment and welding jobs. 
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 The workers’ schedule (two weeks on and two weeks off) would disrupt family life. 
Donlin should consider what was done in the past at NYAC [mine] where entire families 
resided year round at the camp, with schools and other amenities provided. 

 Waste water must be treated. Acid-generating characteristics in the rock and the risk of 
leaching of other contaminates in the rock must be fully analyzed. 

 Is there adequate containment at fuel transfer and storage sites? 
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Donlin Gold Project EIS 
 
Bethel Scoping Meeting 
Yup’iit Piciryarait Cultural Center 
Monday, January 14, 2013, 6:00 pm 
 
Attendance:  
Over 100 residents attended the scoping meeting held in Bethel. Don Kuhle of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers made a presentation about the Donlin Gold Project EIS. Cooperating 
agencies in attendance included the BLM, EPA, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, the 
Native Village of Napaimute, Village of Crooked Creek, and the Kuskokwim River Watershed 
Council.  
 
Issues Raised: 
This is a brief summary of issues and comments. A complete Scoping Report with meeting 
transcripts and detailed analysis of all comments will be issued in May 2013. 

 Barge traffic may conflict with limited commercial fishing opportunities. 

 Ballast water discharges may introduce invasive species into the Kuskokwim River. 

 If there is a spill of diesel fuel, it may affect birds across the YK Delta and marine 
mammals at the mouth of the Kuskokwim River. 

 The proposed barge travel plans may not be feasible due to low water levels. 

 All hazardous materials and potential contaminants must be examined; not just mercury, 
but also others like arsenic and cadmium. 

 CO2 emissions and climate change should be examined. 

 Tailings represent a potential threat to the fisheries if the tailings dam fails and there is a 
release into the river. 

 Air quality impacts from the mine are a major risk, particularly mercury emissions. 

 Any impacts to subsistence would be like losing our supermarket. 

 The water demands of the mine may drain the aquifer. 

 Since the mine is huge in scale, with billions of tons of waste rock, the geochemistry and 
risk of acid drainage must be examined.  

 Hazardous [acid-generating] rock must be adequately characterized with a large sample, 
not just a few drilling sites. 

 Mercury is a large risk, in air emissions, but also for worker health.  Worker exposure 
must be monitored with baseline and annual measurements.  

 Reclamation, perpetual monitoring, and treatment of water runoff must be adequately 
funded with a secure reclamation bond. 

 During the life of the monitoring there should be air quality monitoring by a third party 
and a mass balance accounting of mercury.  

 A detailed Human Health Impact Assessment should be implemented as part of the EIS. 
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 The barge traffic and supporting infrastructure may alter the Kuskokwim River.  The 
river should not be changed to just a shipping channel. 

 Kuskokwim River subsistence fisheries have suffered from closures in recent years. Will 
the mine result in further impacts and reductions in subsistence fishing? 

 The region needs jobs, so hopefully the impacts of barging can be mitigated with 
measures like “no traffic” days. 

 There is a risk that economic benefits from the project would spill out to Anchorage and 
the urban centers rather than staying in the villages. Is there any way to control this loss 
to the region? 

 Barge traffic may cause increased river bank erosion. 

 The project could bring millions of dollars in employment to the region, providing more 
support to meet the costs of subsistence activities. 

 If the gas pipeline could provide natural gas to communities up and down the river, this 
would reduce costs and provide for cleaner energy. 
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Donlin Gold Project EIS 
 
Crooked Creek Scoping Meeting 
Crooked Creek Tribal Council Office  
Wednesday, January 15, 2013, 6 pm. 
 
Attendance:  
Over 35 residents attended the scoping meeting held in Crooked Creek. Don Kuhle of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers made a presentation about the Donlin Gold Project EIS. Cooperating 
agencies in attendance included the BLM, EPA, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, and 
the Village of Crooked Creek.  
 
Issues Raised:  

This is a brief summary of issues and comments. A complete Scoping Report with meeting 
transcriptions and detailed analysis of all comments will be issued in May 2013. 

 It is crucial that all of the affected villages have a fair opportunity to participate in the 
scoping meetings. Special arrangements should be made with Lime Village and Stony 
River. 

 Will the pipeline right-of-way be fenced off so that it would block traditional land use 
and subsistence activities? 

 Would air emissions from the mine site travel down to the nearby villages creating air 
quality and health problems? 

 Are the river crossings by horizontal directional drilling safe? What is the risk of pipeline 
spills? What about the risk of fuel spills during the transfers? Are there safety regulations 
for the transfer sites? 

 The project must include long term monitoring of air quality, water quality, and wildlife. 
If there are changes, then the project operations must be changed to protect these 
resources. 

 A large project like this could have very negative “boom and bust” impacts due to sudden 
growth, new employment, and larger incomes. The people of Red Devil and Sleetmute 
should be consulted to learn from the experience of the Red Devil mine.  

 There are potential benefits from the project, but also real concerns about impacts to air 
and water quality. The EIS should get real answers to these questions out to the people. 

 We would welcome economic development to get people out of the welfare economy, but 
it cannot be “anything goes” just because of the jobs. There has to be safe and responsible 
development to avoid environmental problems.  

 The mine requires a lot of water, but it should not use so much that we don’t have 
enough. The EIS should be sure that there is enough water left in the local streams [such 
as Crooked Creek]. 
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